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| The Unison NGO takes care of the logistics

of Paros' activities.
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Contact information:

Tel, (+374 10) 226470, 267883,
: -(1-8?401)4085‘]8

The principal sponsor of the Paros Chamber Choir
is the Strauch Kulhanjian Family (U.S.)
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History

The Paros Chamber Choir was founded in 1993 on the basis
of the International Post-Trauma Rehabilitation Centre
{IPTRC) in Yerevan. The first public performance of the choir
took place in 1994 at the Yerevan Komitas Chamber Music
Hall.

Paros (“The Lighthouse™ as translated from Armenian) is the
only wheelchair choir in the world. Although the musicians
have lo sing sitting in wheelchairs, after hard work they have
managed to achieve quite good sounding and a high level of
proficiency. The choir performs music of different styles and
periods. The repertoire of Paros includes songs by
Armenian, Russian, and Western composers, as well as folk
songs of different nations.

Throughout its history, the choir has had many perfor-
mances both in Yerevan and in different regions of Armenia:
Spitak, Vanadzor, Gyumri, Metsamor, Echmiadzin.

Paros brings joy of its performance not only to the Armenian
audience. In 1997 the choir toured in Beirut, Lebanon, and in

1998, in connection with 10 years of Spitak earthquake,




Paros performed in Thilisi, Georgia, where it was welcomed
by President Shevardnadze. In the same year, the choir
participated in the Festival-Competition devoted to the 40-th
anniversary of the Choral Society of Armenia and was
awarded the first prize.

In October 2000, the Paros Chamber Choir with Ljubljanski
Madrigalisti from Slovenia took part in an international
shared choral concert in Winchester (England). It was also
honored to sing in the famous Winchester Cathedral. On 27-
30 October Paros participated in the International Chair
Festival of Jersey 2000 and was honored to open the Gala
Concert - Open Final of the Festival.

In 2002, the first CD of Paros titled "Oh Armenian World”
was released with suppart of the Open Society Institute.

On 6-9 November 2003, Paros participated in the Second

Edition of the International Choral Competition

“NapoliFestival - Voci nel Sole”. The 5th place, an honorable
mention and a special certificate went to Paros. Our choir
was also honored to close the Festival with a performance in
Terme di Agnano (9 November) as well as to sing at St.
Peter's Basilica, Vatican.

In December 2004, Paros released a new album titled “10
‘Years on Stage”.

All of the choir's performances including the tours abroad
were a huge success. Anumber of articles about Paros were
published in the Armenian, Georgian, Lebanese, British,

and ltalian press.
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SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

Continuous support on the part of the IPTRC (Director-
General: Mkhitar Mnatsakanyan) plays a significant role for
the choir.

A special contribution to all endeavors of the choir has been
made by President Emeritus of Paros, member of the
Armenian National Academy of Sciences Tina Asatiani,

The Unison NGO takes care of the logistics of the choir's
activities.

The participation of Paros in the festivals in Great Britain and
Italy was supported by the President of Armenia Robert
Kocharyan. The choir was also supported by the Chairman
of the National Assembly of Armenia Arthur Baghdasaryan
and the American philanthropists Roger Strauch and Jirair
Hovnanian,

Since 2004, the principal sponsor of the Paros Chamber
Choir has been the Strauch Kulhanjian Family (U.S.)
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Vachagan Navasardyan was born in 1944 in Yerevan. He
finished Khachatur Abovian Secondary School and Sayat-
Nova Musical School. In 1973 he graduated from the
Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory.

For 13 years, V.Navasardyan sang in the Aram Ter-
Hovhannisian Choir, simultaneously directing a number of
amateur choirs.

He is artistic director and conductor of the Paros Chamber
Choir and Tatev Children's-Youth Choir. The choirs directed
by V.Navasardyan have won numerous awards at national
and international competitions
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| Testimonials

“l was very pleased with the performance and enjoyed it

"It was somehow no surprise that the Paros Chamber Choir
of disabled people from Armenia who had wowed their

immensely. | congratulate you for your commitment to
helping these performers. You have given them hope and joy
and a will to live a fulfilled life. God Bless You.”

Jirair Hovnanian (US), March 2004

fellow competitors with their impromptu wheelchair dancing
on Friday should have been still going strang at the end of
the second International Choir Festival of Jersey. They
were brought together through spinal injuries caused in the “Your video was outstanding! We are grateful for the
Spitak earthquake 12 years ago. But their sense of fun and excellent work that you do. Listening to the Choir is as if we
are in heaven with angels serenading us. You are
remarkably talented and dedicated human beings.”

Roger A. Strauch (US), March 2004

total commitment to the festival and their singing

epitomised the event.”

Jersey Evening Post, 30 October 2000

“| enjoyed this choir's perfformance very much, There is a

wonderful spirit in their singing.”
Anthony Walker, Australian Chorus Master of the
Welsh National Opera, October 2000
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