


«Manifesto: Right to Decide»
PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

OnAugust 1, 2003 six Armenian NGOs with an extensive
expenence in different backgrounds formed Coalition to
conduc! a nation-wide multimedia Advocacy Campaign to
increase public understanding and acceptance of People
with Intellectual Disabilities (PWID). All six organizations
are strongly motivated and committed to contribute their
resources and efforts o deliver change to PWID, make
their voices heard, their rights promated andtheir isolation
eradicated. Financial assistance to the Project is provided
by Mental Disabilty Advocacy Program, Open Saociety
Institute Budapest.

The Campaign is unique since it starts with consolidating
and systemalizing the cross-section efforts made in the
sphere of Intellectual Disabilities, building upon the
previous similar campaigns and projects and is intended
as one big stepto contribute to the national policy-making
and development of National Strategy on Intellectual
Disabilities.

CAMPAIGN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Owverall goal of the Campaign is to foster integration of
intelledually impaired people into the mainstream of
sociely, as well as ensure that the nghts of these
individuals are recognized and promoted through a better
understanding and public awareness oftheir human rights
andtheir needs.

Coaltion will reach out 1o government officials by presenting
them Manifesto as a public appeal for development of a
national strategy on the problems facing PWID.

.




Hence the Campaign aims to meet the following particular
objedives:

s Contribule to the national policy-making and
development of National Strategy on Intellectual
Disabilties;

® |ncrease the awareness among the professionals and
large public onthe rights of PWID;

® Promote human rights of PWID in all areas of life;

® Raise public awareness for the need for social
inclusion of intellectually disabled people;

® Challenge the prejudices and negalive atliiudes
towards disabled people and build a new public identily
forthe latter.

CAMPAIGN IMPLEMENTATION

The Project compnses seven intemrelated components.
Main Project Components are as follows:

Information Package/ Awareness Kit compilation will be
camed out throughout the implementation of the
Campaign, as it will encompass accomplishments of all
the planned aclivities and will serve as a diary of the
Campaign. Al the Closing Presentation the Information
Package will be handed to comesponding government
officials, representatives of international and local
organizations, as well as mass media. Manifesto is lthe
key component ofthe Package. It will be drafted based on
the outcomes of the campaign, taking into account the
urgent concems expressed by the professionals, families,
state authorties, human rights organizations active in this
field. The draft Manifesto will be approved by all
concemed parties al the closing Roundtable and
afterwards presentedtothe decision-making bodies inthe
field.

Workshop for Mass Media Representatives will be
conducted to raise the awareness of Mass Media
Representatives on the issue of mental retardation in
order to ensure accuratle treatment of the concems of
PWID in the coverage of public health, education and
Human Rights issues.



Series of Roundtable |
Discussions will be |
conductedtoserve asan
efficient media for
bringing together key
players ofthe field as well
to point out and discuss
the existent problems
and concems that PWID
face in Armenia as well
as to delineate the
pathways of their
solutions.

TV Clip (Social
Advertisement) will be produced and broadcast on
various TV channels to counteract perceptions of pity as
well as negative perceptions of PWID as passive and
useless recipients of society and will present them as
valuable contributors of ourdevelopment.

Booklet will be produced to raise the issues of mentally
disabled children and youth, their everyday problems, as
well as possible ways of their integration into the
community. The booklet will also be aimed at challenging
the existing stereotypes related to this segment of
population.

Antwork Contest will be camed out among children from
auxihary secondary schools all over Armenia thus
ensuring active involvement of PWID in the Projed.
Artworks will be later collected for an open public
Exhibition, which will be widely promoted through inviting
representatives of key players of the field, interested
parties and main stakeholders, intemational and local
NGOs, as well as mass media. The Exhibition will carry a
sirategic message of counteracting negative stereolypes
and stigma on PWID that exists in the Armenian society.
Following this, a Poster will be produced on the basis of
the best atwork selected at the exhibition.

The Closing Presentation ofthe Campaign is planned with
the focus on December 3rd, International Day of Disabled
People and assumes proposing the Information Package
tothe state authorities as a public appeal for development
of a national strategy onthe problems faced by PWID.



CAMPAIGN OUTCOMES

® A comprehensive Manifesto on PWID will be
presented to govemment officials,

® [arge segments of population will be aware of the
problems of PWID;

B Mass media representatives will increase their
awareness on mental retardation as well as problems
faced by PWID to later be more accurate in covering
disability related issues;

m Key players of the field will have a chance jointly to
discuss existing problems and ways oftheir solution;

" PWID will be granted a unique opportunity to speak out
for themselves and present their strenghths to large
segments of population, ratherthan being portrayed as
passive recipients of pity.



IThe goal or challenge is then to see
“disability as a “normal” characteristic,
one that complicates but does not ruin
human existence”.

Rosalie K. Murphy

Contact Information:

Tel: (3741) 427850 «Prkutyuns,
226470 «Unison»
E-mail: yfa@yfa.am «Youth For Achievements»



= G U nnwlwl
Ly wineubn- 3y

] ]I'l.l.h-
f Unghw{wlwl hugmulmnu bpbhwbitphl

- hbnwgnnnugznillibph oglnipjwl pwpbgnpdwlwl
«Mpngpbu= YELwnpnl Uhniantl

-

"-- Woman®




«UUUhDLUS. NOASHELAF bNUYLNF UL,
LUUMANFE3UL hAUSLYUNrE-3UY
AUmanUsUriL AUNMNTINETY,

2003p. ognuwnnuh 1-h0 Ybg hwjlwijwi hwuwpwlwljwi

YuqiwlbpwnupymGibn hhdGeghlh Ynwihghw® duwynn
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wwinipjwl Jopwpbpjw pwpnqupawy wiglwglbpn:

Enynp Ybg YuqdwlybpwnugyniGGbpp dhundwé b6 Gbepnib-

tnt hpblg YwpnnnupniGObpG nu pwlpbpp duwdnp

hbrnwitwg Gwpniubg Ywlhpmd tnthnfunpnil
dinglGbynt, Gpwlg dwjbp hwuwibih nupdGbiny, hpw-
ynulplbpp fupwhunwbpne L dolnuwgdwl wigpuwbunp

Ubpwglbpnt gapémud: Spwgph Phlwluwlwh oglne-
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nibbgnn dwpniwig whbph Wwanwwlnipyuls
dpwanh Ynnihg:

Lwpnqupawyp jnipnyh t hp plnuypny, puligh wyl winp
t dhwunph L hwdwlwpgh Jwjwunwind duwynp hb-
unwibwgnipjwl npnpuinud Yunwpdwé hnpdbpp L Gwfu-
Yhonud wighwgywsd pwpnqupawdbbph nu dpwgpbph
hpdw ypw Gbd puwy) uwwnwph waquiht opbbunpnupjwG
L duwynp hbnwdbwgmpwi Jopwpbppwy wqguhG
nuwqdwywpnipiwl dwldwh nunnnupjudp:
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Opwgph hpdlwlwl Gywrwll b Owwonb) dowynp
hinwiGwgnupynil nulbgnn dwpnlwig hlwnbgpwgdw-
Gp hwuwpwynpywl dbg, hijwbu Owl wuwwhnyb) wn
dwpnyuwGg ppwimbplboph Swlwgmip L jupwlnudp
hwuwpwlnupjwl Ynndhg ppblg dwpnne hpwynibplbph
L wwhwieGhph pdpridwl L hpwabljdwh Shengmy:




Unwihghw Gwhrunbumd b UwGhdbun Ghpluw)jwglby
wonwywl wypbphl’ npwbu duwynp hbnwdbwgne-
pjnil nilibgnn dwpnlwig fuGnhplbph Yopwpbinjw wq-
quighG nwqdwdwnmpjwl Szwldwl hwGpwht hwn:
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® Lwwunby dvnwdnp hbnwdbwgnipywi Jbpwpbppug
waqqujhG opblunpripjwl L wqquhl nwqduw-
prpjwil Gpwlydwin:

® Pwpépwglb] dwulwqbwnbbph b pwyh hwuwpwln-
pjwl hpwqblnpynilp duwdnp hbnwdGugnipym
nilbgnn dwpnywGg hpuwyniGplbph ybpwpbpjuy:

® lupwpunwb] duowydnp hbnwdiwgnpynii mObgnn
dwpnlwig hpwidntGplbipp Ywiph tnwppbp wuww-
pbqbbpnud:

® Puwpdpwglbb] hwuwpwlympjwd hpwqgblynupynclp
dunwynp hbunwdlwg Swpnlywlig unghw|wlyws Gbp-
gpuwydwl ybpwpbipyuy:
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Spwghpp pwniugwd t jnp thnfujuwwlgdws pwnw-
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Stnbywindwlwi thwebpn Yywqidh Rwpnqupauh
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Opwaph papnp Shengwenudlbph OYwdmaGbpp: Owly-
Jwli wpwpnnnupywip SEnblwundwlwl thwpbpp
Yhwhsiyh hwdwwwunwuhuwd wtnwlwi wipbphl, nb-
nwiwi L Ghewqquyhl YuwqiwlbpwnipynlGOtphb, hos-
wbu OGwl QLU-Gbph ObplwjywgnighsGtphG: ®wpbph
hhdGwlwh pwnwnpuwinwppp Uwbh3bund E, npp YYwag-
dyh 2wpnqupzwih wpryniGplbph hhiwG Ypw L 4Gbnw-
ah wju npppunh winhy b hEnwenppywé widwlg Ynn-
dhg wpunwhwyndwd upbnpwgny G ubGnhplbpp:

Qnpohwlwl ubdhlwp Yywqiwhbpwdh 2LU-GEph
GEpLwywanighsGeph hwdwp pwpdpwgbbine dGpphG-
Gephu  hpwablmepniGp  dvwdnp  hwdGwgnepyuwl,
hGgwby Gwl duwdnp hbwowdGwgnpynld nulbignn
dwpnyuwig wpnh fuGnhpGtph dwuhl’ wwwhnybpn hup-
dwinwdnpjwl Jpwpbppu hhdGwpulbnhpGlph wwwn-
2wl nuuwpwbnuip:

Ynn ubinwih RGOWAYNLAGEph ywnp Yywqdwlbipudh
dwawibin npwby wpynibwdbinn dhong wyu ngnpunp
nwpebn Gpwiwyuwh widwhg dhwdnpbine L phlhwp-
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hwiwdw)i npnlg Guwynp hGnwdbwg dwpnhy
hwlnhuwbned 60 hwuwpwynipywl wwuhy b wiognuw-
Ywp ntighuhbGunbbp Lhnfuwpbip YGGEpYwwgGh Gpwig
npwjbu G6p quipgquglw b wnpdbpwynp GyhpwinnLbbn:

Fpnzinun Yhpwwowpwldh, npp Yuwpbéwnpdh dunwdnp hb-
wwibwgnipnil nilbgnn tpbluwGGph L wwwnwbhGbph
hhilwhulnhpGtpp, OGpwlg wdbklopjw wpnpGEAGERp,
hOswbu Gwb hwuwpwlnpywd d6p GEpgpwytwh hiuw-
pwynp nwppbipwlGtipp: Fpnzinupp Owle nepnywé LGh-
Gh dunwynp hbinwdtwgnipjwb YEpwptippug hwuwpuw-
Ynipjwl by welw pwgwuwhwl unbpbGninhwbph
Ubpwgdwlp:

Upytuwh gnpétiph dpgnyp Juwiglwgyh Iwjwumnwih
twpptn dwpgbph Ghplwlwnpg odwinuwl nwpngltnh
wzwlbpunGEph Ghel: Uju pwnunphsp Yuwwwhnyh dunw-
Unp hbwnmwdtwg dwpnywig GEpgpuynudp dSpwgph Gtie:
UpybBuwnh gnpébpp hEinwgquynud Yobpywjwgldbh hwuw-
puwlnipjwlp pwg gnigwhwlntiuncd, nphG Yhpwdhpdso
wju npnpunh Gawlwluwih wGdhlp, wnbnuwlwh L dhpwg-
quiplt YuwqdwlybpwnipynuGbbp, hOswbu Owl 20U-h
GEpluwywgnighsObp:  Snigwhwlnbup ugdwybpwnidp
hp dGe Yyph drnwydnp hEnwdGwgnepnub nlGlignn Gwpn-
Yulg hwinbw hwy hwuwpwlhnepyw by wnljw pwguw-
uwlwl unbpnunhwtphlnbd nnupu quine nuntnd:

Buwpnqupwyh Qwydwld wpwpnnnipniip wnbnh
ynulblhw nbGywbdpbph 3-h0 w2dwlnud dwpnyuwig
thowqqujhG opp: Qwidwl wpwpnnnipjwip Gwiuw-
nbulwd E SEnbwmnduwlwi hhwpbph hwidGnudp hwiw-
wjwinwufuwl wimwlwb wypbpp:
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MEnwlwl wipbphG Yabphuwjwadh hwdwwuwpthuly
UwbGhdbun  dunwdnp  hbnwdbwgnpind nubignn

dwpnlwig juGnhpGbph Jopwpbpjw):
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YhGbG Sunwynp hbnwdlwg Gwpniwig fuGnhplbph
dwiuh:

QLU-h ObplwywgnighsObpp Lpwpdpwglbl hpwqbl-
Juénipnlp dunwdnp hbnwdGwgnupywi, hGswbu
Owl durnwdnp hinwdGwanignil nuibtignn dwpnwlg

funhpGbph dwupl L hbnwguynud wybih d2gphn
abnd Yrnuuwpwibld hwdwinwdnpjwip Jbpwpb-

pnn hhdGwfubnhpGnp:

Wu npnpuinh GawGwlwih wGdhlp hGwpwynpnipnib
YnGbOwl hwdwwinbn pGGwplbint gnynupgnild nulb-
gnn fulnhpGtpp L nuddwb nwppbpwlyGlpp:

Unwdnp  hbnwdGwgnpyntt  nuGbgnn  dwpnuwGg

jnepophbwl hGwpwynpnipynil bupuh funuby hphGg
nbuwytinhg L (i hwuwpwynpywip gnugwnnbip

hptiGig nidtin Ynndbpp:



bnpupuilip lud fulinhpp ghyuup-
Lty huwpduwliguodmpymilip  npmbia
pluljubingi h Eplinyp, npp ndduw-
puglinud £ dupgm gnympynilip, wwe-
Yugyh sh vopunlind Gpu Emppualip:

fnquih Ukip$h

Unbypualpp yplinblyne a ym bibtip:

Nhin. (+3741) 427850 «@plyniga g (s,
226470 « M bjum s
Ep-thnup’ yin@yiam « bphguassuprulyo O Ggudnoibtips




